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Global age-standardized mortality due to rheumatic heart disease decreased by 47.8% (95% uncertainty
interval, 44.7 to 50.9) from 1990 to 2015, but large differences were observed across regions.
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Rheumatic fever (RF) and rheumatic heart disease (RHD) are nonsuppurative complications of Group A
streptococcal pharyngitis due to a delayed immune response. Although RF and RHD are rare in developed
countries, they are still major public health problems
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